


   ‌In Pennsylvania, the fertile soil and diverse climate
provides an ideal setting for vegetable gardening
enthusiasts to cultivate a bounty of fresh produce right
in their own backyards. Whether you’re a seasoned
gardener or a beginner with a green thumb, the joy of
planting seeds, nurturing plants, and harvesting your
own vegetables in unparalleled. In this guide, we’ll
explore the essentials of vegetable gardening at home
in Pennsylvania, from choosing the right vegetables to
dealing with common challenges and maximizing your
harvest.‌

Choosing the Right Vegetables‌
   ‌When planning your vegetable garden in
Pennsylvania, it’s essential to select vegetables that
thrive in the state’s climate and soil conditions. Cool-
season crops such as lettuce, spinach, kale, and peas
are excellent choices for early spring planting, as they
can tolerate cooler temperatures. Tomatoes, peppers,
cucumbers, and squash are popular warm-season
vegetables that thrive in the warmer months of late
spring and summer. Be sure to consider factors like
sunlight, soil quality, and available space when
selecting which vegetables to grow. Don’t forget you
can replant cool-weather veggies for a fall harvest.‌

Preparing the Soil‌
   ‌Before planting your vegetable garden, it’s crucial to
prepare the soil to provide the best growing conditions
for your plants. Pennsylvania soils vary across the
state, but many areas benefit from the addition of
organic matter, such as compost or well-rotted
manure, to improve soil structure and fertility. At
Ashcombe, we recommend Bumper Crop. Testing the
soil pH can also help determine if any amendments,
such as lime or sulfur, are needed to achieve the
optimal pH range for vegetable growth. Soil test kits
are available for sale in our garden supply section at
Ashcombe.‌

Planting and Maintenance‌
 ‌Once the soil is prepared, it’s time to plant your‌ ‌
vegetable garden. Follow spacing recommendations‌
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provided on seed packets or plant tags to ensure
adequate room for each plant to grow. Watering
consistently is essential, especially during dry periods,
to promote healthy growth and prevent stress on the
plants. Consider using mulch to retain moisture,
suppress weeds, and regulate soil temperature
throughout the growing season. Regularly monitor for
pests and diseases, and address any issues promptly
to prevent them from spreading to other plants.‌

Dealing with Challenges‌
   ‌Pennsylvania gardeners face various challenges
throughout the growing season, including pests,
diseases, and unpredictable weather patterns. To
mitigate these challenges, practice good garden
hygiene by removing plant debris, rotating crops
annually, and choosing disease-resistant varieties
whenever possible. Implementing organic pest control
methods, such as handpicking insects, using row
covers, or applying neem oil, can help protect your
plants without relying on harsh chemicals.‌

Harvesting and Enjoying the Fruit of Your Labor‌
   ‌As the growing season progresses, your vegetable
garden will reward you with a bountiful harvest of
fresh, flavorful produce. Harvest vegetables when
they are at their peak ripeness for the best flavor and
nutritional value. Many vegetables can be preserved
through canning, freezing, or drying to enjoy
throughout the year. Don’t forget to share your harvest
with friends, family, or neighbors, spreading the joy of
homegrown goodness throughout your community.‌

   ‌Vegetable gardening at home in Pennsylvania offers
a rewarding and sustainable way to connect with
nature, promote healthy eating, and enjoy the fruits of
your labor. By choosing the right vegetables,
preparing the soil, and providing proper care and
maintenance, you can cultivate a thriving garden that
yields a plentiful harvest season. Embrace the
challenges, celebrate the successes, and savor the
joy of growing your own food right in your yard. Happy
gardening!‌



Vegetable Variety
Days to 
Maturity

Comments

Artichoke *Green Globe 120 Green with purplish base. High yield and great taste.

Arugula Astro 38
Astro is an arugula selected for less deeply lobed (strap leaf) leaf 
shape and mild flavor. This variety is exceptionally vigorous, quick to 
germinate and ready to cut as baby leaf in just 3 weeks!

Bean Blue Lake 60 String-less pod bean; pole bean; green bean; 6 - 9 ft.

Bean Goldmine 55
Compact, easy to harvest, string-less, thin, straight, yellow bean 
pods.

Beets *Detroit Dark Red 58 Heirloom - 3" beets; dark red with extremely sweet flavor.
Broccoli Lietuenant 80 Plant 18" apart. Early maturing, dark green heads.
Brussels Sprouts Long Island 95 Blue green sprouts, freeze well. Spring and fall crop.
Cabbage Fast Vantage 59 NEW!  2-3lb heads mature earlier than other varieties.
Cabbage *Primo Vantage 59 Early season; matures up to 6 weeks earlier than other varieties.
Cabbage Ruby Ball 65 Deep purple, sweet flavor, great for cole slaw!
Cabbage Stonehead 50 21/ 4 lb. heads, round, solid, yellows resistant.
Cantaloupe Athena 75 Stays firm on vine; 5-6 lb. fruits. Popular request
Cantaloupe Melon Ball 2076 84 Sweet orange flesh
Carrots Scarlet Nantes 70 7" slim, easy to grow orange.
Cauliflower Snow Crown 50 2 lb. vigorous grower, good fresh or frozen. Spring & fall crop.
Celery Tango 82 Self blanching.
Collard Georgia 50 - 80 Rapid regrowth, blue-green juicy leaves.
Cucumber Burpless Supreme 62 - 63 10 - 12" long, burpless, bitter-free, slicer.

Cucumber Fresh Pickles 50-65
Fresh pickles, compact leafy plants. Resists downy mildew. High 
yield pickling cucumbers.

Cucumber *Marketmore 60-70 8" long, dark green slicer.

Cucumber Mexican Sour Gherkin 75
Also known as “cucamelon” good for salads or pickling, touch of 
lemon flavor.

Cucumber Mini Me 45 Early, spineless 3" fruit
Cucumber Patio Snacker 50-55 High-yielding, great flavor without bitter skin
Cucumber Saladmore Bush 55 NEW! 7" slicing cucumbers on compact vines.
Cucumber Tasty Green 62 Hybrid, Burpless. 12" fruits. Powdery mildew resistant
Cucumber Telegraph 60 10"-18" long fruits. Best if grown up trellises or fences.
Eggplant Patio Baby 45 Unique, high yielding. Baby-size eggplants, early.

Eggplant Satin Moon 50
Glossy 8" oval fruits, excellent firm mild flesh. Great for grilling. 28" 
wide compact plants.

Eggplant Violet Delite 50-55 Elongated thin purple fruits up to 12" long.
Honeydew Dulce Nectar Super Nectar 90 Super sweet, juicy flesh. Grows well in hot weather
Kale Black Magic 55 Dinosaur type, dark blue-green leaves.
Kale Simply Salad Kale Mix 55 Including purple, green and blue types.

Kale Vates 55
A dwarf kale with curly, dark blue-green leaves. Plant is compact 
and reaches about 2' tall at full size.

Kohlrobi Quickstar 50 Early, slow-bolting, 5.5 oz. bulbs.
Leeks American Flag 80-120 Harvest August through October.
Lettuce Butter King 65 Bibb type, pale green leaves, compact, slow to bolt.
Lettuce City Garden Mix 30 Mix of green and red leaf lettuce.

Lettuce Green Ice 45
Customer favorite. Ruffled leaves and delicate flavor; large plants 
with many harvests. Containers.

Lettuce Little Caesar 70 Romaine type. Easy to grow, tall heads, very sweet.

Lettuce Lollo Rossa 52
Intense red, loose leaf variety; use as baby leaf or full size for “cut 
and come again” harvesting.

Lettuce Regency 69-80 Uniform in growth. Dark green. Tolerance of downy mildew.

*Denotes Heirloom variety 1



Vegetable Variety
Days to 
Maturity

Comments

Lettuce *Simpson Elite 45 Loose leaf type, broad green leaves. Containers.
Okra Baby Bubba 53 Dwarf variety, great for containers. 2-3" fruits. 36-48" tall.
Onion Candy 100 Early, sweet; up to 2 lb. white fruit. Customer request.
Onion Ruby Red 125 Dark red onion, large and uniform.
Onion Walla Walla 125 Brown skin; mild sweet.
Onion Yellow Spanish 130 Brownish yellow skin, large bulb, medium firm flesh.
Peanut Jumbo 120 Vines grow to 31/2', each plant yields 50-60 peanuts.
Peas Little Marvel 62 Compact vine with 3" pods. Freeze well.

Peas Sugar Sprint 62
Produces extra early string-less 3" sweet and tender pods. Easy to 
grow; early spring and fall.

Pepper *Anaheim Chili 75 Green, medium hot chili pepper; high yield; customer request.

Pepper Bananarama 70
Giant, sweet, meaty banana peppers. Mature from yellow to 
orange/red.

Pepper Baron 68 Green/red. Very sweet red fruit; tobacco mosaic resistant.
Pepper Better Belle 65 Blocky, thick wall, sweet green pepper
Pepper Big Bertha 70 Large sweet green bell; customer request.

Pepper Bhut Jolokia Red (Ghost) 120
One of the worlds hottest peppers. 2-3" long, red when ripe. Handle 
with care.

Pepper Cajun Belle Hot 61
Mild sweet flavor with a little kick. Spice increases with size of 
pepper, compact plants

Pepper Carmen 60-80 Sweet, green to red, 6" fruits. Italian frying pepper.
Pepper Carolina Reaper 90-100 Round, warty red peppers. Fruity flavor but VERY hot.
Pepper Cherry Sweet 75 Green/red 1" good flavor.
Pepper Early Summer 70-75 Yellow bell pepper, firm, glossy and uniform. Extra large.

Pepper Giant Marconi 70-82
AAS winner; excellent grilling pepper, high yield, 6-8"long fruit, 
sweet smoked flavor.

Pepper Gypsy 60 Yellow orange/red, 4 1/2 - 5 1/2" wedge shaped sweetest.
Pepper *Habanero 75 Gold/orange, hottest pepper.
Pepper *Hungarian Wax 65-70 Yellow/red 5 1/2", early productive, medium thick walls.
Pepper *Jalapeño 70-75 Green/red, 3", good fresh or pickled.
Pepper *Long Red Cayenne Slim 70-75 Green/red, 6", thin walled, good for drying.
Pepper *Orange Blaze 70 4" long, very sweet orange fruit.
Pepper Poblano 65 4" mild chili peppers, good for salsa, sauces, roasting.

Pepper *Serrano 75
Dark green/red 1-2" fruits. Not as hot as habaneros, can be used 
raw or roasted. Customer request.

Pepper Tabasco 80
2" Super hot fruits, turn from yellow to red. Main ingredient in 
Tabasco sauce.

Pepper Yellow Sparkler 65-68 Can grow in containers. Sweet, crunchy pepper.

Pumpkin Magic Lantern 95
Space saving. Powdery mildew resistant. Dark orange color. 16 -24 
lb.

Pumpkin Neck 120 Old fashioned pie pumpkin, good for baking.
Spinach Olympia 45 Hybrid. Most productive, dark green spinach.

Squash *Early Butternut 82
Gold, smooth-skinned fruit. Compact, semi-bush plant;10 - 12" long. 
AAS Winner; customer request.

Squash Goldy 50 Long, yellow summer squash.

Squash *Spaghetti 100-110
Cylindrical shaped, pale yellow, full of nutrients and low in calories; 
customer request.

Squash Table Ace 70
Semi-bush acorn type; large black-green fruit with excellent flavor. 
5" long.

Sweet Potato Beauregard 90-100 Red-orange outside and orange inside.

*Denotes Heirloom variety 2
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Sweet Potato Bunch Porto Rico 110 Bush sweet potato. Copper skin, light flesh. Excellent for baking.
Sweet Potato Centennial 100 Carrot color inside, orange outside. Good baking potato.
Sweet Potato Georgia Jet 90-100 Orange flesh, deep orange outside.
Sweet Potato O’Henry 100 Tan skin, white flesh, elongated.
Sweet Potato Vardaman 100 Bush type, yellow outside.
Sweet Potato White Yams 100 White inside and out. Sweet as sugar. Dry potato.

Swiss Chard Bright Lights 60
AAS winner; stems of yellow, gold, pink, crimson; harvest young for 
salads.

Tomatillo Grande Rio Verde 83 Green hybrid. Fruit are firm.

Tomato
Aussie (Formerly Parks 
Whopper)

65-70 More disease & crack resistant; VFFNT.

Tomato Beefmaster 80
18 oz. VFNASt Beefsteak type, resistant to cracking/peeling. 
Indeterminate.

Tomato Better Boy 70-72
16 oz. VFNASt. High yields, smooth, excellent flavor; firm, perfect 
for slicing. Indeterminate.

Tomato Big Beef 73
10-20 oz. Indeterminate; twice the yield of regular beefsteak. VFN 
TASt.

Tomato Big Boy 78 16 oz. Vigorous plant, heavy foliage; indeterminate, firm, meaty.

Tomato Big Mama 80
Paste tomato with 5", 8-10 oz fruits. Indeterminate. Returning 
favorite.

Tomato *Black Krim 80 8 oz. heirloom dark maroon beefsteak; medium; indeterminate.

Tomato *Brandywine Red 90-100 Heirloom Amish variety; potato leaf; rosy pink fruits; indeterminate.

Tomato Bush Early Girl 65 Very early and compact; 4“ fruits, average 6 oz; determinate.
Tomato Celebrity 72 VFNTASt. Determinate, large with light green shoulders.
Tomato Champion 62 20 oz. VFNT. Excellent tomato. Indeterminate.
Tomato Cherry Bomb 64 Red bite size, high resistance to late blight. Indeterminate.

Tomato *Cherokee Purple 85
Heirloom variety; medium purple/brown fruit; 8-12 oz/ crack 
resistant; indeterminate.

Tomato Early Girl 65 One of our most popular varieties.

Tomato Fourth of July 49
4 oz. fruit, bears fruit by the 4th of July & through summer. 
Containers; indeterminate.

Tomato Fresh Salsa Hybrid 65-75
Small plum shaped fruit ideal for salsa, sauce and bruschetta. Firm, 
meaty, semi-determinate.

Tomato *German Johnson 80
Heirloom variety from Virginia; potato-leaf type vines; low acid; 
meaty 12-24 oz. fruits; pink stem with yellow shoulders, few seeds; 
good for slicing or canning; indeterminate.

Tomato Indigo Cherry Drops 71 Large clusters of 1 -2 oz. fruit, slight purple color. Indeterminate.

Tomato Jet Star 70
VF. Large, globe shaped, low acid, not good for canning. 
Indeterminate.

Tomato Jolly 75
Back by popular demand! Small pink cherry tomato forms clusters; 
indeterminate.

Tomato Juliet 60 Back by popular demand! AAS winner; small red elongated plum.

Tomato La Roma 62-72
Higher yield; larger, tastier; 4-7 oz. fruit; determinate; replaces 
Roma VF1 & 2N.

Tomato Lemon Boy 70-72 7oz. VFNASt. Lemon yellow color. Indeterminate. Low acid.
Tomato *Mortgage Lifter 75-80 Heirloom, large, meaty, mild, and sweet. Indeterminate.
Tomato Mountain Fresh 79 Large and delicious, determinate.
Tomato *Patio 70 3-4 oz. Determinate, good for containers. VASt

*Denotes Heirloom variety 3
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Tomato *Pineapple 85-90
Yellow striped beefsteak type fruits; indeterminate; orange yellow 
with red stripes.

Tomato Grapette 75 Sweet oblong fruits; 16 - 40 fruits per cluster ; semi-determinate.
Tomato Rutgers 250 85 7-9 oz. F. Round, crack resistant. Indeterminate. VFASt

Tomato *San Marzano 65-70 Paste tomato. Fewer seeds. Sweeter and less acidic. Indeterminate.

Tomato Sugary 60
AAS winner; 10% more sugar that other tomatoes; grape; semi-
indeterminate.

Tomato Sun Sugar 62
Yellow cherry tomato; crack resistant; indeterminate. Customer 
request.

Tomato Supersonic 79-80 VF. Mid season, heavy yield, crack resistant. Indeterminate.
Tomato Supersteak 80 VFN. Beefsteak type. Indeterminate.
Tomato Sweet 100 65 1", bears 100 or more sweet fruits. VF
Watermelon Crimson Sweet 80 Red, 25 lb. fruit. Resistant to Fusarium Wilt and Anthracnose.

Watermelon Mambo (seedless) 75
Each 9-inch round fruit weighs 11 lbs. supplies an abundant amount 
of satisfying, crisp flesh that doesn’t over ripen if you harvest right 
away. Seedless.

Watermelon Mini Love 70 NEW! 7-9 lb red watermelons with minimal seeds.
Zucchini Ball’s Zucchini 50 7-8", dark green, tasty, uniform fruit.

Tomato Big Pink 75 Medium sized smooth pink skin. 8-10 oz., slicer; indeterminate.

Tomato Brandy Boy 75-78 14 oz., 5" smooth pink fruits, with great taste; indeterminate.
Tomato Orange Wellington 75 12 oz., nearly seedless, dense orange fruit; Indeterminate.

Tomato Mountain Magic 70-80
Campari type, very sweet, low acid. Small clusters referred to as 
“vine tomatoes”.

Tomato Rapunzel 68-70
Unique, up to 40 very sweet bright red cherry tomatoes per truss. 
Indeterminate.

Tomato Steakhouse Beefsteak 75-80 Burpee. Indeterminate. Up to 3 lb. fruits have rich flavor.

Tomato Sweet Seedless 68-70
8-10 oz, no seeds! Medium size red fruit, solid and juicy; 
indeterminate.

Tomato Sweet Treats 70 Pink cherry; indeterminate; crack free; extraordinary flavor.
Pepper Sweet Canyon Orange 75-90 Sweet bell pepper that ripens from green to orange.

Burpee Home Garden Exclusives

Specialty Varieties

*Denotes Heirloom variety 4


